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SUBJECT: US MEDIA ON BRZEZINSKI MEET THE PRESS INTERVIEW 

1 . MAY 29 WASHINGTON POST AND NEW YORK TIMES GAVE FRONT-PAGE, 
HEADLINE COVERAGE TO REMARKS BY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER 
BRZEZINSKI DURING MAY 28 MEET THE PRESS INTERVIEW. FOLLOW- 
ING ARE FULL TEXT OF ONE ARTICLE AND HIGHLIGHTS OF OTHERS. 

2. WASHINGTON POST: HEADLINE - BRZEZINSKI DELIVERS ATTACK 
ON SOVIETS. 

- ARTICLE BY MURREY MARDER, SUBTITLE - DRAWS HARD LINE 
AGAINST BREACHES OF DETENTE. BEGIN TEXT OF ARTICLE. 

- IF THERE WERE ANY DOUBTS THAT THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
SOVIET UNION ARE NOW AT ONE OF THEIR MOST CRITICAL JUNCTURES 
IN THE AMBIGUOUS RELATIONSHIP KNOWN AS DETENTE. THEY WERE 
SWEPT AWAY YESTERDAY BY PRESIDENTIAL NATIONAL SECURITY 
ADVISER ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI. 
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- AN IMPORTANT SHIFT OF EMPHASIS IN THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN 
POLICY ALSO WAS PUBLICLY DEMONSTRATED YESTERDAY, IF PRESI- 
DENT CARTER CHOOSES TO LEAVE THE BRZEZINSKI FORMULATION OF 
THAT POLICY UNCHALLENGED. 

- SHOULD THAT OCCUR, IT WOULD CLEARLY SIGNIFY THAT 
BRZEZINSKI, AND NOT SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS R. VANCE, 

HAS UNMISTAKABLY EMERGED AFTER 17 MONTHS AS THE DOMINANT 
FORCE IN THE COMPETITION TO BE PRINCIPAL FOREIGN POLICY 
ADVISER TO CARTER. 
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- AS BRZEZINSKI DREW THE LINE IN THE DUST FOR THE UNITED 
STATES, THE CHALLENGE HE PROCLAIMED MOST ACUTELY IS IN 
AFRICA. HE STRETCHED BEYOND PRESIDENT CARTER IN PUBLIC 
TO ADD THE SOVIET UNION, AND EAST GERMANY, AS WELL AS 
CUBA AND ANGOLA, TO THE LIST OF NATIONS CULPABLE IN "A 
BELLIGERENT ACT” OF FORCE IN ZAIRE. 

- THE TOTAL BRZEZINSKI INDICTMENT, HOWEVER, WAS GLOBAL. 

- IN HIS APPEARANCE ON ' MEET THE PRESS" (NBC, WRC), 

BRZEZINSKI PORTRAYED A DYNAMIC, THREATENING, WORLDWIDE 
SOVIET CHALLENGE: "... A SUSTAINED AND MASSIVE EFFORT 

TO BUILD UP ITS CONVENTIONAL FORCES, PARTICULARLY IN 
EUROPE TO STRENGTHEN THE CONCENTRATION OF ITS FORCES ON 
THE FRONTIERS OF CHINA; TO MAINTAIN A VITRIOLIC WORLDWIDE 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE UNITED STATES; TO EN- 
CIRCLE AND PENETRATE THE MIDDLE EAST; TO STIR UP RACIAL 
DIFFICULTIES IN AFRICA AND TO MAKE MORE DIFFICULT A 
MODERATE SOLUTION OF THESE DIFFICULTIES," AND PERHAPS ALSO 
"TO SEEK MORE DIRECT ACCESS TO THE INDIAN OCEAN". 

- THIS REPRESENTS, BRZEZINSKI SAID, NOT A PATTERN OF 
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BEHAVIOR "COMPATIBLE WITH WHAT WAS ONCE CALLED THE CODE 
OF DETENTE," BUT RATHER A "SHORTSIGHTED ATTEMPT TO 
EXPLOIT GLOBAL DIFFICULTIES." 

- IN SOME RESPECTS, IT COULD BE SAID THAT THIS IS NO 
DEPARTURE FROM THE ATTITUDE AND CONVICTIONS THAT 
BRZEZINSKI HAS HELD SINCE HE ENTERED THE WHITE HOUSE. WITH 
THE CONCURRENCE OF CARTER, WHO OPENLY DESCRIBED BRZEZINSKI 
AS HIS TEACHER IN FOREIGN POLICY, HE HAS SAID FROM THE 
OUTSET THAT, IN ORDER TO SURVIVE, U.S.-SOVIET DETENTE 

MUST BE MADE MORE "RECIPROCAL" - THAT DETENTE IS A TWO-WAY 
STREET. 

- BUT NEVER BEFORE HAS ANY SENIOR STRATEGIST IN THE CAR- 
TER ADMINISTRATION THROWN DOWN THE GAUNTLET TO THE SOVIET 
UNION SO STARKLY, AND AT SUCH A SENSITIVE POINT. 

- BRZEZINSKI WAS SPEAKING YESTERDAY FRESH FROM THE EX- 
HILARATION OF WHAT HE DESCRIBED, IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 
GIVEN THE DAY BEFORE TO THE NEW YORK TIMES, AS "A 
MASTERFUL ANALYSIS" OF WORLD AFFAIRS OFFERED TO HIM 

IN PEKING BY HUA KUO-FENG, LEADER OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA, THE SOVIET UNION'S ARCH RIVAL FOR COMMUNIST 
SUPREMACY IN THE WORLD. 

- ACCORDING TO THAT REPORT, BRZEZINSKI AND HIS AIDES DIS 
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CUSSED WITH CHINESE OFFICIALS THE CONTENTS OF SECRET 
WHITE HOUSE MEMORANDA ON AMERICAN WORLDWIDE SECURITY 
OBIECTIVES, IN THE MOST EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION OF ITS 
KIND SINCE THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA REESTABLISHED 
DIPLOMATIC CONTACT IN 1971. 

- AND BRZEZINSKI, JUST RETURNED FROM CHINA, ALSO WAS 
FRESH FROM THE OPPOSITE KIND OF ENCOUNTER AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE ON SATURDAY MORNING BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER AND 
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SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER ANDREI A. GROMYKO. THAT MEETING 
WENT VERY BADLY. THE SOVIET UNION THEREFORE NEEDED NO 
ADDITIONAL BRZEZINSKI GOADING TO STIMULATE ITS CONSTANTLY 
HIGH SUSPICIONS ABOUT WHAT AMERICAN STRATEGISTS PRIVATELY 
CALL THE EXPLOITATION OF "TRIANGULAR" WASHINGTON-PEKING- 
MOSCOW DIPLOMACY. 

- THE IMMEDIATE REACTION AMONG SOVIET SOURCES IN WASH- 
INGTON WAS THAT BRZEZINSKI HAD "DELIVERED AN ULTIMATUM," 

AS ONE SOURCE WHO DECLINED USE OF HIS NAME PUT IT. 

- THAT REACTION WAS BASED ON "THE TONALITY" OF BRZEZINSKI 
IN THE TELEVISION BROADCAST AND. MOST OF ALL, ON THE 
LANGUAGE HE EMPLOYED IN DESCRIBING THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S POSITION ON THE CENTRAL ISSUE IN SATURDAY'S MEET- 
INGS WITH GROMYKO. THIS IS THE CONTINUING ATTEMPT TO 
ELIMINATE REMAINING OBSTACLES IN THE FOUR- YEAR-OLD 
NUCLEAR STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS (SALT). 

- BRZEZINSKI SAID YESTERDAY THAT AN AGREEMENT "IS WITHIN 
GRASP, IF REASON PREVAILS." THE UNITED STATES, HE SAID, 

HAS MADE "VERY PROPER, BALANCED PROPOSALS" TO CONCLUDE A 
NEW TREATY LIMITING INTERCONTINENTAL MISSILES AND BOMBERS. 

- "IF THEY ARE ACCEPTED," BRZEZINSKI SAID, "WE COULD HAVE 
AGREEMENT WITHIN DAYS. IF THEY ARE NOT ACCEPTED, WE WILL 
WAIT UNTIL THEY ARE ACCEPTED." 

- BRZEZINSKI PROBABLY DID NOT INTEND HIS LANGUAGE TO 
SOUND AS TOTALLY INFLEXIBLE AS IT LITERALLY IS IN 
DIPLOMATIC TERMS. INEVITABLY, RUSSIAN SOURCES WHO HEARD 
IT IMMEDIATELY BRISTLED, AS ONE SAID, "IF THAT IS WHAT THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION ACTUALLY MEANS. 
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- "THAT IS NOT NEGOTIATING," SAID ONE SOVIET SOURCE; 

"THAT IS AN ULTIMATUM." 

IT SHOULD BE ADDED THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS BY NO MEANS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


IMPARTIAL WHERE BRZEZINSKI IS CONCERNED. THE KREMLIN 
LOOKS UPON THE POLISH-BORN BRZEZINSKI AS THE ARCH DEVIL 
IN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION; HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A 
SPECIAL TARGET OF SOVIET ATTACK. "BUT THIS IS MUCH WORSE 
THAN WE EVER HEARD FROM BRZEZINSKI," SAID ONE SOVIET 
SOURCE; "THIS IS VERY, VERY STIFF - EVEN FROM BRZEZINSKI." 

- WHAT NOW WILL PREOCCUPY THE LEADERSHIP IN THE KREMLIN— 

AS IT WILL THE SENIOR OFFICIALDOM OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRA 
TION - IS WHETHER THE BRZEZINSKI PRESENTATION IS THE CON- 
TROLLING POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES AND, IF IT IS CON 
TROLLING, WHAT THE UNITED STATES WILL ACTUALLY DO TO TRY 
TO SUSTAIN IT. 

- FROM ALL INDICATIONS IN THE WHITE HOUSE, BRZEZINSKI IS 
FAR CLOSER TO CARTER'S INCLINATIONS AT THIS STAGE THAN ARE 
SOFT-SPOKEN CY VANCE, THE ENTIRE HIERARCHY OF THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT, THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY, 
AFRICA "POINT MAN" ANDREW YOUNG AND HIS AMBASSADORIAL 
STAFF AT THE UNITED NATIONS, AND ALL THE OTHER ADVOCATES 
OF NON-STRIDENT POLICY INSIDE THE ADMINISTRATION. 

- A NATIONAL STIFFENING OF ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SOVIET 
UNION IS UNDER WAY IN THIS COUNTRY, AMONG THE PUBLIC, IN 
CONGRESS, INFLAMED BY SOVIET-CUB AN ACTIONS IN AFRICA AND 
PROSECUTION OF SOVIET ADVOCATES OF HUMAN RIGHTS. FORMER 
PRESIDENT FORD AND HIS SECRETARY OF STATE, HENRY A. 

KISSINGER, ARE NOW IN THE VANGUARD OF THOSE DEMANDING THAT 
THE LINE BE DRAWN AGAINST WHAT BRZEZINSKI IN PEKING LABELED 
SOVIET "INTERNATIONAL MARAUDERS." 
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- PRESIDENT CARTER HAS DISPLAYED RISING RESPONSIVENESS TO 
THIS SENSE OF OUTRAGE IN HIS OWN PUBLIC COMMENTS. 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY WILL COME AT THE 15-NATION NORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION SUMMIT CONFERENCE WHICH OPENS 
HERE TOMORROW. 

- CARTER'S MEETING SATURDAY WITH GROMYKO IS KNOWN TO HAVE 
DRAWN THE PRESIDENT FARTHER IN THE DIRECTION THAT 
BRZEZINSKI MARKED OUT YESTERDAY. THE FACT THAT 
BRZEZINSKI ON NATIONAL TELEVISION GAVE THE FIRST EXTENDED 
COMMENTARY ON THE STATE OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CARTER-GROMYKO TALKS APPEARS TO 
CARRY ITS OWN MESSAGE. THE BROADCAST WAS PRERECORDED 
SATURDAY JUST THREE HOURS AFTER THE GROMYKO TALKS. 

- AFTER THE FOUR-HOUR DISCUSSION IN THE WHITE HOUSE ON 
SATURDAY, INDIGNATION AROSE OVER GROMYKO'S CHALLENGE - 
RAISED INSIDE THE MEETING, AND AFTERWARD TO THE PRESS 
OUTSIDE - TO THE ACCURACY OF THE PRESIDENT'S ACCUSATIONS 
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ABOUT THE SOVIET-CUBAN ROLE IN THE RECENT RAID FROM 
ANGOLA INTO ZAIRE. 

- "GROMYKO LIED," ONE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID WITH 
EXASPERATION AND PUZZLEMENT, "WHEN HE DIDN'T HAVE TO LIE. 
WHY DID HE LIE IN THE WHITE HOUSE?" 

- AS THIS OFFICIAL. AND OTHERS IN THE WHITE HOUSE SAW IT, 
GROMYKO. AS A VETERAN DIPLOMAT, HAD NUMEROUS DEFLECTING 
OPTIONS OPEN BEYOND OVERTLY CHALLENGING THE INTELLIGENCE 
DATA THAT CARTER CONFRONTED HIM WITH. 

- ONE SOURCE RECALLED SOLEMENLY, "IS WAS GROMYKO WHO LIED 
TO KENNEDY ABOUT THE MISSILES IN CUBA" AT THE OUTSET OF 
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THE 1962 CUBAN NUCLEAR MISSILE CRISIS. IN THAT INCOM- 
PARABLY GRIMMER CONFRONTATION, THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
SOVIET UNION DANGLED ON THE EDGE OF WORLD WAR III OVER THE 
SECRET EMPLACEMENT IN CUBA OF SOVIET MISSILES WITH RANGE 
ENOUGH TO ATTACK THE UNITED STATES. 

- GROMYKO'S COUNTER-CLAIM SATURDAY, AS HE EXPRESSED IT 
LATER UPON LEAVING THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WAS THAT "THERE 
IS INFORMATION - AND INFORMATION. AND SOMETIMES CON 
CLUSIONS ARE DRAWN FROM INCORRECT AND INEXACT INFORMATION. 
AND THAT IS BAD." 

- A SOVIET SOURCE INDIGNANTLY SAID YESTERDAY THAT "AMERI- 
CAN INTELLIGENCE KNOWS FOR SURE THAT WE HAVEN'T MADE THIS 
ZAIRE THING. THEY KNOW WE DIDN’T START IT." 

- BRZEZINSKI HIMSELF YESTERDAY SUPPLIED WHAT MAY BE AT 
LEAST PART OF THE EXPLANATION FOR THE TOTALLY DIVERGENT 
AMERICAN AND SOVIET VERSIONS OF RUSSIAN COMPLICITY IN THE 
MILITARY ACTION IN ZAIRE. 

- WHEN ASKED IF HE WAS CHARGING THE COMMUNIST NATIONS 
WITH "DIRECT PARTICIPATION" IN FIGHTING, COMMANDING OR 
CONTROLLING THE RAID INTO ZAIRE BY EX-KATANGA GENDARMES, 

AS THEY ARE CALLED, BRZEZINSKI MADE NO SUCH DIRECT CLAIM. 

HE SAID, "WE ARE TALKING ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY.. .FOR 
SOMETHING WHICH SHOULD HAVE NOT TAKEN PLACE..." 

- BY THESE STANDARDS, EVEN SOVIET WEAPONRY IN THE HANDS 
OF THE REBELS WHO CROSSED INTO ZAIRE MIGHT BE CONSTRUED 
AS A MEASURE OF SOVIET "RESPONSIBILITY." THE SOVIET UNION 

SUPPLIES WEAPONS TO GUERRILLA FORCES ACROSS AFRICA. THE 
U.S. CHARGES PRESUMABLY GO BEYOND THAT. 

- BEYOND THE FACTS IN DISPUTE, HOWEVER, THERE IS A 
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FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE IN ATTITUDE BETWEEN MANY CARTER 
POLITICAL INSIDERS AND MANY VETERAN DIPLOMATS ABOUT WHAT 
IS HAPPENING RIGHT NOW. 

- IF GROMYKO IN FACT WAS UNTRUTHFUL TO CARTER, THAT COMES 
AS NO GREAT SHOCK TO EXPERIENCED DIPLOMATS. "EVERY COUNTRY 
LIES WHEN IT HAS TO - INCLUDING US - TO PROTECT ITS 
NATIONAL INTERESTS," SAID ONE VETERAN. "THAT SHOULD COME 

AS NO SURPRISE TO ANYONE DEALING IN REALITIES." 

- TO THOSE MOST FAMILIAR WITH SOVIET BEHAVIOR, IT WAS 
INCONCEIVABLE TO EXPECT GROMYKO TO DO ANYTHING BUT FLATLY 
DENY CUBAN, ANGOLAN, EAST GERMAN AND ESPECIALLY SOVIET 
COMPLICITY IN THE ATTACK ON ZAIRE - REGARDLESS OF THE 
FACTS. CUBA AND ANGOLA, WHICH ARE SOVIET ALLIES, ARE 
REPEATEDLY ON RECORD DENYING ANY INVOLVEMENT IN THE CROSS 
BORDER ACTION, DIRECT OR INDIRECT. IT WAS INESCAPABLE 

THAT GROMYKO WOULD AGREE WITH THEM. 

- FROM A SOVIET PERCEPTION, GROMYKO OTHERWISE WENT FAR - 
BY KREMLIN STANDARDS - TO AVOID EXACERBATING U.S.-SOVIET 
RELATIONS DURING THE PAST WEEK. SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS SAID LAST WEDNESDAY THAT THEY EXPECTED GROMYKO 
TO RESPOND WITH AT LEAST EQUAL HARSHNESS TO VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE'S ATTACK THAT DAY, BEFORE THE UNITED NATIONS, ON 
SOVIET MILITARY EXPANSIONISM. NEXT DAY, IT WAS CARTER 
HIMSELF, IN CHICAGO, WHO WARNED THAT SOVIET-CUBAN ACTIONS 
IN AFRICA COULD ENDANGER CONCLUSION OF A SALT PACT. 

- GROMYKO, NEVERTHELESS, WAS MILDER THAN AMERICAN 
STRATEGISTS ANTICIPATED IN HIS OWN SPEECH TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS ON FRIDAY, AND VANCE TOLD THE SENATE FOREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE THE SAME DAY THAT PROSPECTS LOOKED 
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GOOD FOR OVERCOMING THE REMAINING DIFFERENCES ON SALT. 

- BY SATURDAY, ALL BETS WERE OFF. AND BY 1 P. M. YESTER- 
DAY, WHEN BRZEZINSKI FINISHED SPEAKING, U.S.-SOVIET RELA- 
TIONS AS A WHOLE WERE AT A NEW LEVEL OF ANXIETY. 

3. COMPANION PIECE IN WASHINGTON POST BY JOHN GOSHKO IS 
SUB-TITLED "VOICES SHARP INDICTMENT OF AFRICAN, GLOBAL 
ACTIVITIES." HIGHLIGHTS ARE: 

- (BRZEZINSKI'S) HARSH WARNING CONTINUED THE DRUMFIRE OF 
ADMINISTRATION CRITICISM THAT BEGAN LSDAST THURSDAY WHEN 
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CARTER PUBLICLY ACCUSED CUBA OF ARMING AND TRAINING THE 
REBELS WHO INVADED ZAIRE'S SHABA PROVINCE FROM THE NEIGH 
BORING MARXIST COUNTRY OF ANGOLA. 

- ON SATURDAY, THE ADMINISTRATION'S CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET 
AND CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA LED TO AN OPEN CLASH HERE 
BETWEEN SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE AND SOVIET FOREIGN 
MINISTER ANDREI GROMYKO. 

- GROMYKO TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE INFORMATION ON WHICH 
CARTER BASED HIS CHARGES "IS NOT CORRECT." LTDATER, VANCE, 
WITH GROMYKO STANDING AT HIS SIDE, POINTEDLY TOOK EXCEP- 
TION TO THE SOVIET'S REMARK AND SAID: "THE PRESIDENT IS 
FULLY AND ACCURATELY INFORMED, AND I WANT TO MAKE THIS 
VERY CLEAR." 

- IN LAYING DOWN (LINE IN BRZEZINSKI INTERVIEW), BRZEZIN- 
SKI SEEMED TO BE SIGNALING THAT THOSE IN THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION WHO WANT TO TAKE A TOUGH LINE AGAINST THE SOVIETS 
AND CUBANS IN AFRICA HAVE GAINED THE UPPER HAND OVER 
FACTIONS IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND ELSEWHERE WHO 
ADVOCATE MORE MODERATE ACTIONS AND RHETORIC ON AFRICAN 
QUESTIONS. 
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4. ARTICLE IN NEW YORK TIMES BY BERNARD GWERTZMAN EN- 
TITLED "BRZEZINSKI CHARGES MOSCOW VIOLATES CODE OF DETENTE," 
WITH SUBHEAD "AT HIS BEHEST, CALIF ANO PROBABLY WILL POST- 
PONE SOVIET VISIT AS PROTEST ON ORLOV SENTENCE," MAKES 
SIMILAR POINTS. 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD BE RECEIVING TEXT OF BRZEZINSKI INTER- 
VIEW ON "M:ET THE PRESS" IN MAY 29 WIRELESS FILE. VANCE 
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